
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

BURGER BULLETIN OCTOBER 2017 

Mary O’Neill, Director 

Joe Valdivia, Assoc. Director, Susan Smitt, Assoc. Director 
28865 Carlyle St. Inkster, MI  48141 

http://www.gardencityschools.com/BurgerSchool.cfm  
 

Phone: 734-729-1830 Fax No. 734-729-1844 
Burger Transition Center - Phone: 734-762-8470  Fax No. 734-762-8540 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: 

Burger School for Students with Autism is committed to maximizing the potential of each student to 

gain independent and self-fulfillment.  Through a collaborative effort, we will work in partnership with 

students each other, parents, community and local districts to assure that each student has the 

opportunity to become a happy, healthy, productive and contributing member of society.  

 
   

DATES TO REMEMBER 

by Charles Lambert 
 

Oct. 4  –   Student Count Day 

Oct. 5  –  Open House; Baylor and BTC 

                6:00 – 7:30 PM 

Oct. 11 –  Picture Day 

Oct. 13 –  Forgotten Harvest Trip; 

                 BTC 9:00 am  to 1:00 pm 

Oct. 19 – Parent Support Meeting; Burger Baylor 

                6:00 – 8:00PM 

Oct. 20 – 1/2 Day; AM classes only 

Oct. 23 to 27 –  Spirit Week; BTC  
 

 
 

Parent Support Meetings 
 

A Parent Support Group started last spring for all 

parents of Burger Baylor and Burger Transition 

Center students.  It has been a great addition to the 

supports our program provides to our families.  These 

meetings are a way for our parents to meet other 

parents in our program and to address topics that may 

be of concern to them.  This is a judgment free zone 

for parents of students of all ages and ability levels.  

The meetings will be held on the 3
rd

 Thursday of the 

month (with the exception of December) at Burger 

Baylor from 6-8 pm.  Childcare is provided for 

students and their siblings and dinner is provided for 

all.  Our October meeting will take place on 

Thursday, October 19
th
.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Kim Marquette or Kelly Cronk. 
 

 

 
 

Burger Parents and Guardians,  
As I sit here and write this letter, I am feeling 
overjoyed to be chosen to be the new Associate 
Principal at Burger Baylor.   
When I walked into my small classroom with four 
students and four staff members for the  
first time seventeen years ago at Burger, I never 
would have dreamed that I would be here today 
as an administrator. I have spent my entire 
educational career in Garden City and have been 
blessed to work beside and mentored by so 
many of you who have helped me achieve my 
goal of being an administrator. I have an Ed. 
Specialist Degree in Special Education with 
Director and Supervision approval as well as K-
12 administration certification.  In addition, I have 
certifications in autism, emotional impairment, 
integrated science and elementary education. 
Prior to beginning my career in education, I used 
by marketing and communications degree in the 
business world before deciding that education 
was my true passion.   
Thirteen years of my educational career was as a 
classroom teacher at Burger. While at Burger, I 
had the opportunity to be a Teacher Curriculum 
Facilitator as well as an Interim Principal. I have 
spent the last three years as a teacher consultant 
and resource room teacher at the Middle School, 
Douglas 3-4 Campus and Farmington 5-6 
Campus. I am grateful for having been given the 
opportunities to grow as a leader and work with 
so many outstanding educators. 
I am looking forward to working with the Burger 
team and family. Please feel free to contact me 
at anytime.  
Sincerely, 
Susan Smitt 



 
 

Burger Baylor Garden - Field of Dreams 
 

I am super excited to announce that as of 

September 21 the Burger Baylor students 

and staff have produced and delivered 1,324 

pounds of fresh vegetables to Mothers 

Pantry in Inkster.  

A few shout outs! 

Thank You Lyman Foundation for helping 

us fund the garden. Thank You Wayne 

Metro Community Action Agency for 

donating seedlings. Thank You to the 

Mayfield Family for donating marigolds to 

keep the critters out. Thank You to my 

Burger Family for volunteering your time 

over the summer to maintain the garden 

when school was out. Thank You to all the 

classrooms that participated.  

We are very excited to have this garden that 

provides fresh produce to families. It also 

serves as an outdoor classroom to learn 

about the plant cycle, nutrition, local food 

systems, and also provides physical activity. 

Not to mention, an opportunity to build 

meaningful relationships with our larger 

community.  

There is always something to be done in the 

garden. Some tasks are small and others are 

large. Our staff and students are amazing at 

getting these things done. For some of our 

staff and students the garden is a great place 

to reflect, relax, observe and feel closer to 

nature. There is always something very 

calming about working with your hands.  

Like any collaborative project, a successful 

community garden depends on people 

having good experiences from the 

beginning. I feel here at Burger Baylor we 

just plain and simple have good people that 

make the garden successful.  

You are all Beautiful People!  

Thanks for all you do!  
 

 
 

National Bullying Prevention Month 
 

By Stephen Wira and Publications B 
 

October is National Bullying Prevention 
Month. It was first started in 2006 by 
PACER to help keep children safe. There 
is a National Unity Day on Wednesday, 
October 25, 2017. You can wear orange 
on that day to show you want to STOMP 
out bullying.  
 

 

Welcome back to school, everyone!  Your 

Occupational Therapy Department at Burger 

Baylor is excited to be kicking off the year 

right.  Time is already flying!  We can’t wait 

to see all of the shining star moments we will 

have this year. 

October is not only a month of spooky 

Halloween festivities, but it is also National 

Sensory Awareness Month.  To help you and 

your families have a healthy, safe, happy, and 

“sensory-friendly” Halloween, here are some 

tips to help you make it through this spooky 

holiday without overwhelming your student. 

• Practice, Practice Practice: Children 

with autism or sensory processing 

challenges do their best when they know 

what to expect.  Explain what will happen 

Halloween day and night to prepare them 

for what is to come.  You can even 

practice putting on their costume ahead of 

time and doing a “practice run”.  If you 

have family or friends in the 

neighborhood, let your child practice at 

their house. 



• Plan a schedule:  Since children with 

autism like to know what to expect, why 

not make a schedule for your Halloween 

plans?  Using pictures in your schedule 

will help your visual learner process what 

is going to happen.  It can help you 

transition between activities and let your 

child plan for their day. 

• Find appropriate treats: Some 

children have food sensitivities, 

aversions, allergies, or special diets.  It’s 

comforting to know that your child can 

celebrate Halloween with appropriate 

treats.  Let friends and family know a few 

different types of treats that your child 

can and will enjoy.  Be specific.  It’s also 

always ok to suggest small toys in lieu of 

treats.  If you plan to visit houses that 

you’re not familiar with, carry a back-up 

stash of goodies that can be substituted if 

needed!  You’ll feel better knowing that 

your child can thoroughly enjoy their 

night without sacrificing their special 

diet. 

• House decorations:  Creepy, spooky 

Halloween decorations frequently can 

overwhelm sensory systems and make the 

home feel chaotic.  Try choosing a few 

decorations to put up, but not overload 

your home space.  Pick ones without 

strobe lights, loud noises, or overbearing 

smells.  Even small adjustments to home 

arrangements can throw children off.  By 

keeping it simple, you and your child will 

enjoy a low-stress Halloween in a 

comfortable, safe environment for 

everyone. 

• Costume choices: Allow your child 

to have some input on what they get to 

wear.  Costumes can be itchy, too hot, or 

too cold.  Try picking something that can 

easily be removed, if wearing the 

costume becomes overwhelming.  It’s 

totally ok to not wear a costume at all! 

 Wearing a silly shirt or hat can be just as 

fun!  Just be sure to let your child know 

that it’s alright to not wear a costume and 

that some people choose not to dress up. 

• Know your options:  Halloween 

trick-or-treating may be too much for 

some children.  Another way you and 

your child can still enjoy the Halloween 

spirit is to hand out candy at your house! 

 Practice opening the door and handing 

out treats so your child can feel 

comfortable distributing Halloween 

treats.  Quality over quantity:  Choose 

familiar homes and start your trick-or-

treating early.  Know when it’s time to 

call it a night to prevent stressful 

meltdowns.  Give your child the option to 

take a break.  Whether you return home 

for recovery time, or have a safe space in 

your car, it can be beneficial to everyone 

to take a recharge break and return to 

trick-or-treating when everyone’s ready. 

However you celebrate Halloween this year, 

take time to appreciate your fun times as a 

family.  Enjoy your treats, and try to avoid 

tricks!  We are so excited to see everyone’s 

costumes and silly shirts!  If you plan ahead, 

take extra time to keep your child in the loop, 

and involve them with the planning process, 

you’ll be sure to have a great Halloween 

experience. 

Have a great Halloween! 

Your Ghoulish, Ghastly Neighborhood OTs 

Pamela Brown, MA Ed, OTRL 

Candace Papineau, MOT, OTRL 

Dawn Terry, OTRL 

 
 

Just a reminder that Fridays in October 
are PINK Fridays.  Any student wearing 
pink gets to enter into the drawing for a 
treat bag.  This includes wearing 
PINK ribbons.  You can get these outside 
Room 1! Any staff wearing  PINK can also 
enter to win a staff treat bag!  So 
remember to wear PINK and we'll see you 
outside Room 1 on Friday morning, 
starting October 6th!  
Thank you for supporting the Community 
Service class. 
 



  MARIO VS. SONICMARIO VS. SONICMARIO VS. SONICMARIO VS. SONIC PT. 1 PT. 1 PT. 1 PT. 1    Super Mario OdysseySuper Mario OdysseySuper Mario OdysseySuper Mario Odyssey        By BRANDON DAVIS  For years, Mario and Sonic have been rivals in the video industry and this year, they're pushing themselves beyond their limits. There's Super Mario Odyssey and Sonic Forces. For my first two articles, this school year, I'll be reviewing every detail about these games. I’m sure you will be thrilled.  Starting with Super Mario Odyssey, Nintendo wanted to created a mario game that will return to it's opened-world, exploration roots and to be something even bigger than the Super Mario Galaxy games.  How so? Their answer: Mix Mario with Around The World In 80 Days. This results as a game that allows you to travel across the world on a hat-shaped ship to save Princess peach from having a wedding with Bowser and visit many kingdoms. Those include Cap Kingdom, Cascade Kingdom, Metro kingdom, Luncheon Kingdom, Sand Kingdom, and more. One of the most memorable places to go to from the Metro Kingdom is New Donk City, a New York-based city influenced by Mario's first game, Donkey Kong (1981). I just hope Donkey Kong, himself, will make an appearance. Mario's iconic cap plays a big role in the game. You can throw it like a boomerang, you can possess about anything, including enemies, like goombas or koopa troopas, attack enemies, use it as a temporary platform, and it's even a character. His name is Cappy and he's a Mario cap with eyeballs. While co-op playing, the 

second player can take control of Cappy. The game also brings a lot of trivia in the game. For example, remember the character Pauline, the former love-interest of Mario in Donkey Kong (1981)? She's in the game as the mayor of New Donk City! She's also responsible for the song, “Jump up, Super Star”, the first ever theme with vocals. That song is performed by her voice actress. Mario will be wearing tons of costumes in the game, from the construction suit to a wedding tux. Although they all don’t have special abilities, there is a chance you will enter o places that require you to wear certain costumes. Things to collect include gold coins, of course, purple coins, each different in each kingdom, and power moons that you need to travel in your hat ship. With tons of features, special Amiibos, a first-ever E10+ rating, and more, you'll be having a blast with Mario Around the world. The game will be out for the Nintendo Switch on Oct. 27th, 2017. 
 

 

October is Purple Circle Month at 
Burger Baylor and Burger Transition 
Center.   I am the only person in my 
Purple Circle, at the center of my world 
of relationships.  In this circle, I trust 
myself to make good decisions about 
public and private behavior, my 
personal hygiene, getting enough 
sleep, eating right, getting exercise, 
wearing appropriate clothing, looking 
my best, standing up for myself and 
many other things.  This month the 
focus is on ME! 


